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Quick Profile  
 
Revised One-Sentence Screenplay-style Character Description: 
DARKMAN SHARK, 50s, a tall expressionless man in an Italian suit. 
 
Character Stats:  
Name: Darkman Shark 
Age:     52    Height: 6’4     Weight: 240lbs         Hair Color:  Bald 
 
Race or Ethnic Background:  African American 
 
Attractiveness degree (from wart-infested troglodite to va-va-voom, you fill in the 
in-between descriptions):  Tall, muscular, bald man.  
 
Outfit most seen wearing: Dark suit and tie. 
 
Profession:  Independent Personal/Business Street Broker. 
 
What is in his, her, or its fridge (or wherever he/she/it keeps nutritional items)?  
 

Darkman has steak and seafood in the freezer and organic eggs and milk in the 
fridge.  He also has an array of sports drinks and several bottles of AquaDeco spring 
water. 
 
What is his, her, or its greatest fear? 
 

His greatest fear is going broke. 
 
When was the last time he, she, or it called mom (or mother-type figure), 
and what did they talk about? 
 

He last called when he dropped out of College after winning big in 
Vegas.  She thought it was a terrible idea and never spoke to him again. 
 
Where did he, she, or it grow up? Describe the location, the home, and 
who lived with the character. 
 
 Darkman grew up in a small, nearly run down apartment in Baltimore, 
Maryland with his father and mother. 
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Where does he, she, or it live now? Describe the locations, the home and 
who lives with the character. 
 
 Darkman now lives alone in a luxurious estate in Beverly Hills, 
California.  However, his security staff, maid, and butler are commonly on 
the property. 
 
What is his, her, or its current socio-economic status, and what was it 
when the character was growing up? 
  
 Darkman is currently a wealthy millionaire, but was considered poor 
as a child. 
 
Twenty Questions with Darkman Shark 
 
10-questions by Bernard Pivot from the James Lipton Interviews on  
Inside the Actors Studio:   
 
1. What is your favorite word? Why?  
 

My favorite word is “money” because it’s what makes me happy.  Money is what 
wakes me up in the morning, and what keeps me going.  My family never seemed to have 
enough of it when I was kid, so it’s the most important thing to me now. 
 
2. What is your least favorite word? Why?  
 

My least favorite word is “broke”, because it means something isn’t working or is 
lacking in some way.  Whether it’s an object or a bank account, it can ruin my day. 
 
3. What turns you on creatively, spiritually or emotionally? Why?  
 

Money stirs my emotions in the best way.  Every dollar I earn is just as important 
as the first and I count every single penny.   
 
4. What turns you off? Why?   
 

Clients that can’t repay their debt are a major turnoff.  When I can’t collect a debt, 
it ruins my profit projections.  This creates a headache until I can collect, one way or 
another. 
 
5. What is your favorite curse word? Why?  
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My favorite curse word is “Hell”.  I am always saying, “Hell yes”, “Hell no”, or 
“Go to Hell”.  It just comes out naturally.  Maybe because my mother said it all the time 
when I was young. 
 
6. What sound or noise do you love? Why?   
 

I love the sound of my money counting machine because it signifies that I just got 
paid. 
 
7. What sound or noise do you hate? Why?  
 

People are always surprised when I tell them that I hate the sound of gunfire.  
They have some preconceived idea about me that I’m some evil guy.  I’m not evil.  I hate 
to hear gunfire because it’s usually the result of someone that has been angered in some 
way.  I often heard gunfire in my neighborhood as a child and it frightened me.  I would 
wake up in fear that a stray bullet would come through my window.  I prefer to handle 
altercations in a manner that would only hurt the intended target.  I have techniques that I 
train my delinquent task force on and they usually execute well.  We do have weapons, 
but only use them when deemed necessary.  Besides, my clients are high profile socialites 
that evade causing a scene and usually just pay up on a threat. 
 
8. What profession other than your own would you like to attempt? Why?   
 

If I had to establish another profession I would become a private investigator.  I 
am already well suited for this position, because I’ve learn from drug dealers and other 
street entrepreneurs how to track clients that stiff me on a debt.  I train my staff to have a 
keen eye and open ears for delinquent clients on the run.  This would actually be an easy 
transition. 
 
9. What profession would you not like to do? Why?  
 

Janitor or garbage collector, because I never want to have to scrap the bottom of a 
trash can.  That’s what my father did for a living and was barely able to make ends meat. 
 
10. If Heaven exists, what would you like to hear God say when you arrive at the Pearly 
Gates? Why?   
 

I would love to hear God say, “Your streets of gold and seven brides awaits you.”  
This is a reoccurring dream of mine since childhood. 
 
 
Investigation Questions: 
 
11. How do you define “happy”? Provide an example.   
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 Happy for me is simply having a good day without hiccups. 
 
12. How do you define “sad”? Provide an example. 
 
 I would define sad as an emotional response to a messed up situation.  An example 
would be how I felt the time I lost a hundred grand in a poker game.  I was bluffing and 
got called on it.  It was the most I had ever lost at one time.  I was so sad and depressed I 
changed professions and became an independent loan broker. 
 
13. Describe the last time you laughed out loud in detail. 
 
 I was at a house party for a female celebrity.  Let’s just say she had too many spirits 
in her and got a little crazy.   She began to speak in a different voice and tried to walk in 
her stilettoes across the pool like she was Jesus or something.  She immediately sunk to 
the bottom of the pool and had to be fished out.  Realizing she was soaking wet, she 
pulled off her butt pads and wrung them out in front of everybody.  It was a hilarious 
night.  
 
14. When was the coldest (in temperature not attitude) you have ever been? Provide 
details. Describe the specific moment, not the general time frame or reason for it. 
 
 It was the Winter of 1966.  I was four years old.  It snowed for four and half days 
during a terrible blizzard.  The wind whipped around our apartment building and swirled 
up and down the streets tearing down trees and street signs.  The power was out in our 
building, not because of the storm, but because my dad hadn’t paid the bill.  My parents 
and I layered ourselves in our warmest clothing and wrapped up in blankets from head to 
toe.  The gas stove kicked out as much heat as it could, but was no match for the frigid 
temperature.   
 
 On one evening during the snowstorm, I watched from our living room window 
while my father went outside to check on the car.  He slipped and fell on 4 feet of snow.  
I threw my blanket down and ran outside to help him, but slipped and fell as well.  The 
cold felt like an ice sword cutting through my bones.  I began to tremble uncontrollably.  
My father was able to get up and carried me back inside.  We were both wet from the 
snow and had to change into dry clothes.  My mother sat us both in chairs in front of the 
open oven door to warm us up.  I’ve never felt cold like that since. 
 
15. What’s the worst thing someone ever said to you? Who was it, and why was it the 
worst?   

 My mother got mad at me for not washing the dishes.  She said, “You’re going to be 
just like your father, a useless bum”.  From that moment on, I strived to be everything my 
father was not.  I wanted to have everything that he couldn’t provide for our family. 
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16. What’s the best thing someone ever said to you? Who was it, and why was it the best? 

 My father told me he was proud of me at my business opening party in Hollywood.  
It was the best thing anyone said to me because my mom had always given me a hard 
time and I could never seem to please my parents.  I wanted to make them happy.  
Although my mother couldn’t be there, I was happy to hear this from my dad. 

17. Take the unofficial Myers-Briggs test: http://www.humanmetrics.com/cgi-
win/JTypes2.asp. Read the section on MBTI personality types and traits on the Myers-
Briggs Foundation website: http://www.myersbriggs.org/my-mbti-personality-type/mbti-
basics/ Be sure to follow the links for each of the “letters” in the test code: Sensing (S) or 
Intuition (N), the link to the “16 type descriptions.” Report the results. Include the 
percentages. Do you agree with the results or no. If not, why not? If so, why? 
 
These are the results of my Myers-Briggs test: 
 
• You have distinct preference of Extraversion over Introversion (67%) 
• You have moderate preference of Sensing over Intuition (25%) 
• You have strong preference of Thinking over Feeling (88%) 
• You have slight preference of Judging over Perceiving (22%) 

 
 I am not surprised by the results of the test.  I am an extravert.  I love to network with 
people.  Celebrity parties are the best.  In my business, I have to be a quick thinker and 
make sound judgment.  Otherwise, I could go broke very quickly.  These traits fall right 
in line with my MBTI type, ESTJ. 
 
 
18. What kind of pet did you, do you, or would you have and what was, is, or would be 
its name? 

 I have a pet bamboo shark, Sharkie.  He’s tough and will take anything apart that 
invades his territory, just like his owner.  

19. Do you consider yourself a success or a failure? Why or why not? 

 I am definitely a success.  By the age of 20, I won my first million playing poker in 
Vegas with my student loan money.  I never finished College as I didn’t see the need to.  
I already had more money in one year than my father had earned all his life.  I am 
successful because I can buy whatever I want, even people.   

20. What was best moment in your life so far, and why? Describe it. Focus only on telling 
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us about that moment. 

 The best moment in my life was when I attended a Presidential Inauguration party 
with one of my celebrity clients.  It was the best moment in my life because not only was 
I kicking it with a Grammy winning artist, but I was shaking hands with the President and 
dancing with the First Lady.  I know some pretty influential people, but not many of them 
can say they have had the opportunity to do that.  Being there was more rewarding than 
the new clients I gained that night.  It was a once in a lifetime opportunity. 

The Dossier Writer’s Analysis 

These should be answered in your voice as the writer. This is not an interview with 
your character. 

1. What does the character want, and why? (This answer will be about the external 
world, and/or it will be about another person or situation changing.)   

 Darkman wants to collect on the debt that Maxwell owes him. 

 a. Why? Because he owes the money. 

 b. Why___? Because they have a written contract agreement. 

 c. Why___?  Because failure to collect on the debt will affect Darkman’s 
profits. 

 Darkman is a shrewd businessman and believes in collecting every penny 
that is owed to him by any means necessary.  He never writes off a debt, nor does 
he give discounts on the outrageous interest and penalties he charges.  Growing 
up poor, he learned to appreciate every cent he can get his hands on. 

(Yes, answer this three times at least. Dig deeper each time. Write a paragraph for 
the third “Why” question. Uncover the hole inside your character’s heart that he 
or she is trying to fill with actions and behaviors. Reveal what happened that 
drives him or her even now. Get to the internal landscape. We don’t want to dig 
into what happens in the plot. We want to know what is inside your character’s 
psychological makeup. Dig, dig, dig. See the following page of the prompt as an 
example.) 

2. What does the character need? Give a one word response about their internal need, and 
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then explain why this is. Think of need as the hole the character is trying to fill. It is 
something internal they are missing. Watch Mama Odie. She will sing to you the 
difference between “want” and “need.” Don’t overcomplicate it. What is driving your 
character from the inside?  

 Greed.  Darkman needs to maintain financial security.  He is afraid of being poor 
again and refuses to let a debt go or discount it in any way.     

3. Give us the Defining Moment when he or she has an opportunity to face up to his or 
her “truth” and either rise to the challenge or fail? This may or may not be a part of the 
movie. It could be before, during, or after the time the audience has with this character. 
Review your Glossary of Terms. A defining moment is rarely a wedding. It is not the 
same as the “happiest day of my life.” It is when the character is challenged to “walk the 
walk.” He or she will either do it or not. This defines “who they are.” Give us a clear 
statement of why this is a defining moment for the character, who they were before 
the moment, and who they were/are after the moment. 

 Darkman’s defining moment was when he decided to use his student loan money to 
play poker in Las Vegas.  He left school as a poor College student, whose parents could 
barely afford to get him onto the campus, much less all the way to Las Vegas to play 
Poker.  He sacrificed everything he had.  It could have been catastrophic, yet he emerged 
a very wealthy man and has never been poor again. 

4. From Michael Hauge’s “Writing Screenplays that Sell,” what is the 
character’s Inner Motivation and what is the character’s Outer Motivation? 
What is the character’s Inner Conflict and Outer Conflict? 

Darkman’s inner motivation is greed, while his outer motivation is to collect on 
the debt that Maxwell owes him. 
 

Darkman’s inner conflict is that he is unscrupulous, while his outer conflict is that 
Maxwell does not have the money to pay him back. 

 
 
 


